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JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

Overview
Johns Hopkins University ranks 144 out of 257 schools in the 2026 College 
Free Speech Rankings with a score of 57, an F speech climate grade. The 
university fired lecturer Tavish Forsyth, which triggered a three-point 
penalty. On the policy front, Hopkins did adopt institutional neutrality, 
slightly boosting its score, but still earns a “yellow light” Spotlight rating 
that continues to weigh it down.

Students paint a bleak picture. Hopkins places in the bottom 50 
for “Comfort Expressing Ideas” and in the bottom 25 for perceived 
“Administrative Support” — two areas that together suggest a campus 
uneasy about open dialogue and unconvinced of administrative backing 
for free speech. No area lands in the top 50.

To improve, Hopkins could overhaul its remaining restrictive speech 
codes to earn a “green light” Spotlight rating and follow its new neutrality 
pledge with clear, consistent support for faculty and student expression.

Spotlight Rating

Yellow
FIRE’s Spotlight database annually 
rates regulations on student 
expression based on the extent to 
which they restrict free speech.
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45% of students say 
they have self-censored 

on campus at least 
once or twice a month.

76% of students say 
shouting down a 

speaker to prevent 
them from speaking on 
campus is acceptable, 
at least in rare cases.

29% of students say 
using violence to 

stop someone from 
speaking on campus is 
acceptable, at least in 

rare cases.

There are roughly 2.94 
liberal students for 

every one conservative 
student.

45 76 29 2.94 : 1
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Chicago Statement 
for Free Speech


