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The College Free Speech Rankings are based on student surveys,
campus policies, and recent speech-related controversies.
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Overview

Boston University ranks 111 out of 257 schools in the 2026 College Free
Speech Rankings with a score of 58, an F speech climate grade. The
university has a “yellow light” Spotlight rating. Its score was tempered by
a 2025 incident in which administrators blocked a student-government Y O
email about a Palestine divestment referendum, drawing e O \/\/

a modest penalty.

Spotlight Rating

Student perceptions are middling except for a top 25 placement

for “Openness,” signaling a greater willingness to engage across
controversial topics than in previous years. BU could lift its standing by
revising restrictive speech policies to earn a “green light” Spotlight rating
and by adopting an official commitment to institutional neutrality.

FIRE’s Spotlight database annually
rates regulations on student
expression based on the extent to
which they restrict free speech.

If you are a school administrator and would like to discuss your rating, reach out to speechcodes@thefire.org.

Visit our website: https://rankings.thefire.org/ for more information.
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HIGHLIGHTS
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SCORE DEEP DIVE
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