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The College Free Speech Rankings are based on student surveys,
campus policies, and recent speech-related controversies.
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Overview

Williams College ranks 166 out of 257 schools in the 2026 College Free
Speech Rankings, earning a score of 56 and an F speech climate grade.

The college continues to operate under a “yellow light” Spotlight rating.

Student perceptions place Williams in the top 25 on “Disruptive
Conduct,” signaling greater opposition to tactics that shut down
speakers compared to other schools. The ranking for “Comfort
Expressing Ideas” also improved enough to move out of last year’s
bottom 50.

Williams could improve by revising its written speech policies to earn a
“green light” Spotlight rating, adopting a free speech statement based
on the Chicago Statement, and adopting an official commitment to
institutional neutrality.
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FIRE’s Spotlight database annually
rates regulations on student
expression based on the extent to
which they restrict free speech.

If you are a school administrator and would like to discuss your rating, reach out to speechcodes@thefire.org.

Visit our website: https://rankings.thefire.org/ for more information.
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