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Overview

University of Missouri ranks 16 out of 257 schools in the 2026 College
Free Speech Rankings. Mizzou earned a 72 score and a C- speech
climate grade, leaping more than 100 places and adding 10 points since

last year. A key driver was its shift from a “yellow light” to a “green
light” Spotlight rating, which supplied a policy boost and signaled re e n )
clearer protections for campus expression.

Spotlight Rating

Student perceptions place Mizzou in the top 50 for “Political Tolerance”
toward controversial speakers. But the campus is in the bottom 50

for “Openness” when discussing specific hot-button issues. This mix
suggests a community willing to host differing viewpoints but hesitant
to delve into them.

FIRE’s Spotlight database annually
rates regulations on student
expression based on the extent to
which they restrict free speech.
Mizzou could keep its momentum by adopting an official commitment to

institutional neutrality and by expanding programs that teach students

to openly engage in debate on contentious topics.

If you are a school administrator and would like to discuss your rating, reach out to speechcodes@thefire.org.

Visit our website: https://rankings.thefire.org/ for more information.
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HIGHLIGHTS
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once or twice a month. them from speaking on speaking on campus is student.
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